TEXAS LONE STAR CHAPTER / KOREAN WAR VETERANS

TLSC/KWV

P. O. BOX 802541
HOUSTON, TX.
77280-2541
www.kwvahouston.org

MARCH - APRIL
2021
Formed - February 1991
By Lee & Charlotte Henderson, Publishers / Editors

Our Mission as Editors of the Warrior, is to Enlighten the Minds and Hearts of its Members!

SILVER STAR CITATION
LAIRD, CHARLES W. JR.
The President of the United States of America takes pleasure in presenting the Silver Star
to Private First Class Charles W. Laird, Jr., (UCSM: 567039, United States Marine Corps,
for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while serving with Headquarters and Service
Company, First Battalion, Seventh Marines, First Marine Division (Reinforced), in action
against enemy aggressor forces in Korea on 2 December 1950. When hostile machine
gun fire from a well-entrenched position pinned down his company during an attack, Private First Class Laird bravely volunteered to seek out and destroy the enemy strongpoint.
Boldly attacking the gun emplacement in the face of direct hostile fire, he killed eleven of
the enemy with his rifle and hand grenades, thereby directly aiding his company in continuing the advance. By his marked courage, aggressive fighting spirit and unswerving
devotion to duty, Private First Class Laird served to inspire all who observed him and upheld the highest traditions of the United States Naval Service.
Born: Uvalde, Texas
Home Town: Houston, Texas
Submitted by Carlos E. Ballard
FMAW—MAG—12
Charles Laird was a long time member of the Texas Lone Star Chapter.

Well deserved recognition!

Hi Houston KWVA Members:

Please discuss about maybe having a page in the Warrior of KWVA items for sale. I know that many have
passed away and some members have items accumulated but have little or no meaning to the children and there
are some who want more items.
I am 94 years and counting not too high, but my wife Johnnie Marie & I are still in our home without any aids
but this may be not so in the future as both of us are handicapped and life is getting harder as the days come
and go. My birthday just passed listed in this past Warrior, Jan. 18 with a big 94 and Johnnie Marie in Feb. 18,
with a big 89. By the way, I believe we are the couple who has been married the longest of Lone Star with
June 03, 1949.
Charles Co M,224 regt. 40th Division left front line MLR July 08, 1953.
Charles Smith L-58. WWII Coast Guard/Merchant Marine South Pacific, Korea 1952-1953 Infantry,
Desert Storm/Desert Shield—Coast Guard/Merchant Marines Jebel All, Uae 4 trips war material.
Submitted by member Charles Smith

THE BIG FREEZE
Fortunately, the weather has warmed up, and we all have thawed out and our water is running again.
Houstonians are just not accustomed to that kind of cold. A day or two at a time, we can handle, but
days without water and heat, is a bit much. Eventually, the power would come back on for a few hours,
then, off again.
We were lucky, we have gas, so we were able to cook, make coffee, boil water, that came out in a very
thin stream. The worst part was the cold. It was so
hard to keep warm. In the past during freezes, we kept
power.
Did you have an interesting time, or maybe broken
pipes or worse. Let us know. We all suffered.

TRACY GEE 2021 MEETING SCHEDULE

MONTH
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

BOARD
MEETINGS

GENERAL
MEETINGS

7(Cancelled) 4 - (Cancelled) 4
1
6
3
1
5
2
7
4
2

20
17
17
21
19
16
21
18
15
20
17
15

MEETINGS
The January Board Meeting and General
Meeting was cancelled due to Covid restrictions. The February Board Meeting
was also cancelled because of the Covid
restrictions, as well as the General Meeting, which as it turned out, got caught in
the Deep Freeze the week of the 17th.
Since so much of the State has been
opened up, the March Board meeting was
held as usual and the March General
Meeting will also be held as usual. Hopefully we will see all of our friends and fellow members at the March 17th meeting.
Covid protocol will be in place.
Don’t forget to wear your green on St. Patrick’s Day.
SEE YOU THERE !!

Note: The Library is not guaranteed for all Board
Meetings
December is the Christmas Party
PAGE 2

U. S. Army —————— U. S. Marines

VOLUME 31 ISSUE 2

Correspondence:

KWV-TLSC WEBSITE

Dear Lee & Charlotte - I received my copy of the Warrior for January/February and much appreciated, but I
have a difference remembrance of how the Lone Star
Chapter of the Korean War Veterans Association was
started. You wrote a good story and I like it, but the fact
is, that I was at that meeting and when the question came
up about forming a chapter, everyone was quite. I
stepped up and said that I would be #one and more
stepped up and said yes, # 2 and #3 and so on.
I was even left out of the 15 men listed, but my signature
was on that petition and there are some members listed
that did not join until later on, after the unit was formed.
Sincerely, Harvey C. Roe.
P.S. You don’t need to make a big issue out of it. I
won’t.
Harvey, you are one of the last remaining person that
was there in the beginning, so thank you for the correction. Lee didn’t join until 1993, so our knowledge is basically word of mouth, and the records that Gerry kept.
We miss you and hope you are doing good.
I appreciate following you
through you well organized and well written newsletter.
I had 2 bothers in Pearl Harbor when it was hit and the
one in the army said he jumped up and said “Damn, this
is for real!” The third brother was sent to the Philippines. The one in the army was then sent to Korea.
Thank God they all returned home.
I would like to become a member, but we seniors are
advised not to put personal information on the computer,
since they have had a problem with it being hacked here
in Friendswood. If you will call me at 281-546-5631, I
will sign up. Your member Jesse Jackson knows me,
just tell him Frankie from VFW Post 7190 in Pearland.
Where are your meetings held?
Frankie, our meetings are held at the Tracy Gee Community Center, 3599 Westcenter, Houston, Tx.77042.
The 3rd Wednesday of the month at 11:30 am. Lunch
and a meeting. Looking forward to meeting you.
From Frankie Santoro:

Our website is now undergoing a major update.
We expect that there will be many items refreshed
and even new items added. Check it out from time
to time to see what’s new. Any thoughts that you
have would be welcomed.
kwvahouston.org

VACCINATIONS
Hopefully by now, all our members
and spouses have received the Covid
vaccine. The next step is to get our
family members vaccinated .
Hopefully, this nightmare will soon be
over and we can resume life again. I
for one, am tired of wearing a mask when I go out,
and I know that many of you feel the same way. I
want to be able to go places and see friends and
family without fear of getting sick. Maybe the one
thing we should all take away from this, is that we
need to wash our hands often and pay better attention to our health. In the meantime………….
STAY SAFE!!

We have been publishing names of
members that have not been heard
from in a long while. We found that
several of these members are deceased
and family forgot to notify us.
If you know someone has moved, or
they or their spouse has passed away.
Please notify us.
Thank you to everyone who responded
to our plea for help. Keep helping.

VETERAN ENERGY
If you are shopping for a new energy company, please consider Veteran Energy. Their rates are low and members who have switch, are very happy with their lower bills. On top of lower bills, they have a program that gives
back. If you designate the Lone Star Chapter/Korean War Veteran’s to receive the benefits.
Recently, the Lone Star Chapter received a check for
November
December

$ 45.82
$116.79

Very nice returns for our chapter.
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“WARRIOR DONATIONS” Honor Roll for “July 2020 to July 2021”
The editors would like to acknowledge and thank the following members and patrons of the Warrior who have contributed in help-

ing to defray some of the cost of printing and mailing. As you know, we now have the Warrior on line for those with computers,
but the Post Office has informed us that the cost of mailing has gone up, so we still need your help. We thank you for your generous
support and contributions. We will be using the funds received to defray the costs of the newsletter. The following
names will be published monthly through the July 2021 issue. Be sure and have your name included. Fill in the sponsor
card, seen below, or included in your newsletter, (those that are mailed) and return with your contribution . Thanks:
Your editors: Lee & Charlotte Henderson (Web site: kwvahouston.org)

Ballard, Carlos &
Martha
Conte, Tom
DeCoste, Ralph
Gugenheim,Kittie
Maloy
Hinojosa, E.
Lee, Johnney
Priger, Ray
Roe, Harvey
Sortillo, Elliott &
Sondra

* - Indicates
more than one
donation

Gugenheim, J.

Catholic Family Fraternal Ins.
N.W. Houston BR. 58
CLIU

Ballard, C.
Duncan, B.
Cipriano, R.
Jackson, Paul
Burton, Allie

Texas Lone Star Chapter – KWV
P. O. Box 802541—Houston, TX 77280-2541
“Warrior” Sponsor
I want to be a sponsor of the Warrior for
July 2020—July 2021
Name _______________________________________
Address _____________________________________
City _______________ State _______ Zip _________
Member number: _________________

In Memory of —

FOR THE OVER 50 CROWD………
OLDIES BUT GOODIES….
I’m so old that when I was a kid, we actually had to win to get a trophy.
I’m so old I remember multiplication was called “Times Tables”
Spend time with your elders. Not everything can be found on Google.
Y’ll enjoy those 20s, 30s and 40s, because in your 50s that check engine light gonna
come on.
One minute you’re 21, staying up all night drinking beer, eating pizza and doing
sketchy stuff just for fun. THEN… in a blink of an eye you’re 50, drinking water,
eating kale and you can’t do any sketchy stuff, because you pulled a muscle putting
on your socks.
Kids today will never know the joy of laying around and reading the Sunday funnies.

Pat Canny
John J. O’Flynn
Roy Russell
For all who Gave!
This Space is for you to
Remember someone you
Care for.

A doctor approached his attorney friend and said, “Sam, I’ve got this problem.
Whenever I’m at a social gathering, people always tell me about their ailments. I
don’t mind giving medical advice, but I feel like I’m getting cheated out of my fees.
Would it be legal or ethical for me to bill them for this?”
“Absolutely,” replied the attorney, “That’ll be $200.”
Me: I have a photographic memory.
Joe: Humph! Then why do you forget so many things?
Me: Hey! Can I help it if my mind isn’t fully developed yet?
Two bowling teams chartered a double-decker bus to go to Atlantic City for the
weekend. One team sat in the bottom of the bus, and the other team sat in the top of
the bus. The team down below was whooping it up when one of them realized he
didn’t hear anything from the top. He walked upstairs to see everyone clutching the
seats in front of them, scared to death. “What the heck’s going on?” he said,
“We’re downstairs having a grand old time.”
Replied on of the guys from the second team, “Yeah, but you guys’ve got a driver.”
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TIME TO RENEW
Annual Dues are $25.00 Life Membership $125.00
Send renewal to:
TLSC/KWV
P O Box 802541
Houston TX 77280-2541.

APRIL

1st - Board Meeting 11:30 am
2nd - Good Friday
4th - EASTER SUNDAY
9th -National Former POW Day
15th - INCOME TAX DAY
21st - General Meeting 11:30 am

All dues are due on January 1st,
of each year.

HAVE YOU RENEWED?
Did you know that your relatives Sons or Daughters of our veterans
Are eligible to join our organization?

MAY

6th - Board Meeting 11:30 am
8th - V.E. Day Declared (1945)
9th - Mother’s Day
15th - Women’s Army Corps
founded (1942)
15th - ARMED FORCES DAY
15th - Peace Officers Memorial Day

Correspondence:

From Frankie Santoro: I appreciate following you

through you well organized and well written newsletter.
I had 2 bothers in Pearl Harbor when it was hit and the
one in the army said he jumped up and said “Damn, this
is for real!” The third brother was sent to the Philippines. The one in the army was then sent to Korea.
Thank God they all returned home.
I would like to become a member, but we seniors are
advised not to put personal information on the computer,
since they have had a problem with it being hacked here
in Friendswood. If you will call me at 281-546-5631, I
will sign up. Your member Jesse Jackson knows me,
just tell him Frankie from VFW Post 7190 in Pearland.
Where are your meetings held?
Frankie, our meetings are held at the Tracy Gee Community Center, 3599 Westcenter, Houston, Tx.77042.
The 3rd Wednesday of the month at 11:30 am. Lunch
and a meeting. Looking forward to meeting you.
Do you have any news that would be interesting to
other veterans? If so, please send it to us. We are
always in need of articles for the newsletter. You
can mail it to:
Lee & Charlotte Henderson
5631 Berry Creek Dr.
Houston, Tx., 77017
713-946-9194
Volume 31 - Issue
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4th - Board Meeting 11:30 am
12th - Girl Scouts founded 1912
14th - Daylight savings time begins
17th - General Meeting 11:30 am
19th - Iraq War Began 2003
20th - Spring Begins
28th - Palm Sunday
29th - National Vietnam War
Veterans Day (2017)

19th - General Meeting 11:30 am
22nd - National Maritime Day
31st - MEMORIAL DAY

JUNE

3rd - Board Meeting 11:30 am
6th - D-Day: Allied Invasion of Europe
(1944)
14th - U.S. Army Founded (1775)
14th - FLAG DAY
16th - General Meeting 11:30 am
20th - Father’s Day
21st - Summer begins
25th - Korean War Began (1950)

Anniversary Month of Deceased
KWV/TLSC Members and Spouses
MARCH

APRIL

Richard Anderson
Harry Bruce
Roland English
Don Foisie
Arnold Johnson
Howard Nathan
Gerry Weber

Charles Crouther
Antonio Esquivel
Wayne Harrison
Bob Ottis
John Pedraza
Doug Sizemore
Sam Urquhart
Al Habinak

Merchant Marines
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MARCH BIRTHDAY’S
Amy Cipriano . . . . . . .3/1
James Shepherd . . . . . 3/3
Robert Hall . . . . . . . . . 3/7
Manuel Ramirez . . . . . 3/7
Mildred Baker . . . . . . .3/8

Walter G. Ballard . . . . 3/10
Margie Williams . . . . .3/13
Robert Sims . . . . . . . . .3/13
Walt Tarpley . . . . . . . . 3/15
Charlotte Thomas . . . . 3/20

Katsuko Wallace . . . . 3/23
Bill Brookshire . . . . . 3/26
Lemuel Pickle . . . . . . 3/26
Hilda Garza . . . . . . . . 3/17

Carlos Ballard . . . . . . . 3/28
Lee Henderson . . . . . . 3/29
James O’Donnell . . . . .3/30
Bill Love . . . . . . . . . . . 3/31

MARCH ANNIVERSARY'S
MEMBER & SPOUSE

DATE

Carl & Sun Hee Sutton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3/4
Herbert & Marian Odell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3/25

MEMBER & SPOUSE

DATE

Carlos & Martha Ballard . . . 65 yrs . . 3/9/1956

Congratulations to our members celebrating their 50th + Anniversary’s !!

APRIL BIRTHDAY'S
Max Johnson . . . . . . . 4/2
Billie Blair . . . . . . . . . 4/8
Frances DiBello . . . . .4/8
Nuncio Martino . . . . .4/11
Euell Arnold . . . . . . . 4/13

Jean Gregory . . . . . . . 4/13
W.E.B. Blackmon . . . 4/16
John Jackson . . . . . . . 4/16
Bill Roberts . . . . . . . . 4/18

Bob Brunat . . . . . . . . . 4/18
Mardene O’Donnell . . 4/20
Margaret Bazan . . . . . .4/21
Muriel Mueller . . . . . . 4/21

Ray Priger . . . . . . . . . . 4/24
Morton Rachofsky . . . .4/27
Morris Estess . . . . . . . 4/30
Doyle Griffin . . . . . . . .4/30

APRIL ANNIVERSARY'S
MEMBER & SPOUSE
DATE
Jimmy & Gloria Chavez . . . . . 65 yrs . . . . 4/2/1956
Carl & Maxine Dry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4/7
Sam & Frances DiBello . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/17
H. E. & Lina Striedel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/20

MEMBER & SPOUSE
DATE
Lawrence & Flossie Heard . . .67 yrs. . 4/3/1954
Bill & Lillie Leonard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/14
Max & Ruth Johnson . . . . . 67 yrs . . .4/17/1954

Congratulations to our members celebrating their 50th + Anniversary’s !!

If your name has been left off the above lists, or the dates are wrong, also, if your anniversary is 50 years or
more, and has not been acknowledged, contact us by mail—Lee Henderson, 5631 Berry Creek, Houston, Tx.,
77017

VETERAN’S VIDEO’S
Several years ago, some of our veterans met with a representative of the Korean War Legacy Foundation,
and recorded their stories from their tour in Korea. Since then, most of you never knew what happened to those
interviews.
Bob Mitchell’s granddaughter found the online location of them. They are on YouTube. This is the link
for the channel: https://youtube.com/user/KWVDMP. This is the Korean War Legacy Foundation, Inc.’s official
Youtube account.
These interviews of Korean War Veterans were uploaded, so that the legacy of the Korean War will never be forgotten. Veteran profiles, artifacts, media, and much more can be viewed on our website.
Www.kwvdm.org
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KEEPING IN TOUCH - SICK BAY
Ruby Ehrlund has had a very rough time recently. After Charlie’s death, Ruby was hospitalized with the Coronia virus. She then went to a nursing home where they allowed a bad bed sore to develop. Kimberly was able to
bring her home where she can properly care for her. She did make a trip for a few days to the Wound care center
where they were able to get her wound stable and on the way to healing. Our prayers are with Ruby to continue
healing and Kim to maintain the strength needed to care for her mother, and also continue working as a Realtor.
David Velasco has also had a very rough time. On the 17th, in the middle of the deep freeze, David slipped on
ice, fell on his back and hit his head on the concrete driveway. He and Frances went to their daughters house
because it had heat. David began to get worse, they took him to the hospital. They airlifted him to Methodist
Hospital in the med center. Last reports were that he is responding after surgery, and beginning to improve.
Please keep David in your prayers.

Know Your Stroke Symptoms
The symptoms associated with TIAs or minor
strokes are the same as for major strokes, but they
may last only a few minutes.
They include any one or combination of the following:
Sudden numbness or weakness in the face, arms
or legs, especially on one side of the body.
Sudden trouble speaking or understanding
Confusion
Sudden vision problems on one or both eyes
Dizziness, loss of balance, or sudden trouble
walking
Severe headache with no obvious cause
Act F.A.S.T. stands for:
Face—Ask the person to smile. Does one side of
the face droop?
Arms—Ask the person to raise both arms. Does
one arm drift downward?
Speech—Ask the person to repeat a simple sentence. Does he or she have trouble or are the words
slurred?

What are the symptoms of a Heart Attack?
If you are having any one of the symptoms described
below that lasts for more than 5 minutes, SEEK
EMERGENCY TREATMENT (CALL 911) WITHOUT DELAY. These symptoms could be the signs of
a heart attack (also called myocardial infarction of
MI) and immediate treatment is essential.
Symptoms of a heart attack include:
Angina: Chest pain or discomfort in the center of the
chest; also described as a heaviness, tightness, pressure, aching, burning, numbness, fullness or squeezing feeling that lasts for more than a few minutes or
goes away and comes back. It is sometimes mistakenly thought to be indigestion or heartburn.
Pain or Discomfort in other areas of the upper body
including the arms, left shoulder, back, neck, jaw or
stomach.
Difficulty breathing or shortness of breath.
Sweating or “cold sweat”.
Fullness, indigestion, or choking feeling (may feel
like “heartburn”)
Nausea or vomiting
Light-headedness, dizziness, extreme weakness or
anxiety
Rapid or irregular heart beats

Time—Time is critical. Call 911 immediately
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WREATH’S ACROSS AMERICA - HOUSTON
WREATH DAY - DECEMBER 19, 2020
It is a wonderful sight to see the beautiful wreaths decorating the graves.
The price is still only $15.00 per wreath.
IT’S WREATH TIME AGAIN. ADD OUR NAME TO THE LIST, AND MAIL IN
YOUR CONTRIBUTION NOW!

Thank You to Everyone that purchases a Wreath.
Did You Know?
In 2007, Scott deMasi and his son, Alex, (6
years old at the time) were looking at a video
online about how they do the wreath project at
Arlington National Cemetery. On a specific
Saturday in December, there is a wreath laying
ceremony to honor our fallen veterans. The
video made it sound like they do this all over and you just
needed to purchase your wreath. Right then, Scott called
the cemetery to see when we would place the wreaths and
they stated that they didn’t do that here in Houston, citing
funding and volunteers. I explained it to my son and with 6
-year-old logic he states, “That’s not fair! It’s not fair that
they get wreaths and our soldiers don’t.” I explained again
and we moved on. Later in the day, he asked something
that I’ll never forget: “What can one person do?” I explained about several individuals that changed the world.
He replied, “Then let’s go get some wreaths.”
With that, WAA-H was born.

G. Warth
P. Burns
A. Cooper
L. McWilliams
E. Ingle
S. Kruse
J. Sloane
E. Sortillo
M. Johnson
A. Hollas
R. Mitchell
R. Halferty
N. Martino
B. Duncan
M. Mulrooney
R. Williams
H. Roe
H. Bristal

OFFICERS
President
Roger Morris
1st Vice Pres Wayne Telling
Vice Pres.- Korean Liaison Johnney Lee
Secretary
Kittie Gugenheim
Treasurer
Alvin Hollas

FORMER PRESIDENTS
1991-92 - Nat Young
1992-93 - W. B. Kirchheim
1993-94 - Don Foisie
1994-95 - James Duncan
1995 -97 - Bill Hare
1997-98 - John Jackson
1998-99 - “Stoney” Stone
1999-00 - Sal Gambino
2000-01 - Howard Nathan
2001-02 - Bob Mitchell
2002-03 - Carlos Ballard
2003-04 - Don Napp
2004-05 - Charlie Ehrlund
2005-07 - Buddy Blair
2007-08 - Charlie Ehrlund
2008-09 - Carlos Ballard
2009-11 - Bob Bighouse
2011– 16 Hank Daumann
2016-18 - Max Johnson
2018-20 - Rod Ramsey

M. Maloy
Kittie Guginheim (in
memory of LTC Ted
Maloy & wife Paula and
W. E. Forse & wife Gloria and Mark Smith
T. Conte
P. Jackson
R. Lochridge
R. Rivera+
R. Ramsey
A Special
THANK YOU
to everyone that contributed to the WREATH’S
ACROSS AMERICAHOUSTON.

DIRECTORS
832-524-2343
713-203-1349
713-668-9269
713-582-6863
713-8576402

Term Expires
03/21
03/21
03/21
03/22
03/22
03/22

James McKenzie
713-459-3376
Charlie Ehrlund
713-465-5172
Bob Mitchell
713-939-8880
Elliott Sortillo
832-639-8533
Max Johnson
832-878-8835
Dick Halferty
832-660-8286
* Chairman of the Board

COMMITTEES
CHAPLAIN
COLOR GUARD
HISTORIAN
EDUCATION
MIA / POW
QUARTERMASTER
SGT. AT ARMS
KOREAN COMMUNITY LIAISONVA CEMETERY
VA HOSPITAL
VETERANS COALITION
WARRIOR EDITOR
WEBSITE LIAISON
NEWSLETTER LIAISON
KWV/TLSC Web Site:

Don Napp
Carlos Ballard

cmballard1956@gmail.com

David Velasco
Wayne Telling
Chuck Ehrlund
Johnney Lee
John Jackson
,
Lee Henderson
(bhenderson49@comcast.net)
Bob Mitchell (kwvarjm@aol.com)
Rod Ramsey
kwvahouston.org

