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KOREAN WAR VETERANS NATIONAL MUSEUM & Library
President Harry S. Truman’s decision to commit American troops to Korea in 1950 remains one of the most
crucial, world-changing acts of the Truman presidency. Truman’s intervention in Korea ranks high on the
long list of the president’s decisions and actions that continue to be extremely relevant today.
The Korean War Veterans National Museum & Library has officially closed it’s doors. Earlier this year, the
Truman Library dramatically expanded its holdings of Korean War items to reflect this importance when it
acquired the entire collection of the Korean War Veterans National Museum & Library. Consisting of 32,000
documents, photographs, artifacts and books, this new collection helps tell the story of the Korean War and
those who fought in it.
The Truman Library staff has been analyzing this massive new collection to preserve it for future generations.
The majority of the collection consists of military uniforms, including hundreds of uniforms spanning all
branches of the military. The Truman Library’s curatorial team was able to trace narratives of soldiers serving in the war by categorizing groupings of their belongings together. One of the most complete collections
of artifacts is that of Ernestine “Ernie” Ann Wagner (later Soehrmann), who was one of more than 100,000
women serving in the Korean War. Entering the Women’s Air Force in 1949, Soehrmann served at Shaw Air
Force Base in S. Carolina and Brady Field in Japan.
The collection also features a variety of medical supplies reminiscent of the props of M*A*S*H, including a
stretcher, triage mat, surgical map, first aid kit and more.
Highlights from this new collection have been on display during special previews throughout the last year,
and even more will be available to view in the permanent collection in the coming years.
This collection focuses on the Korean War. The collection includes 275 documents totaling 1151 pages covering the years 1945 through 1953. Supporting materials include official documents and photographs.
The Library is located in Independence, Missouri.

The Korean War Museum, finally has a permanent home.
After moving to several locations

The Museum is finally home at the Truman Library in Missouri.

CONGRATULATIONS

JOHNNEY LEE

Our own, Johnney Lee, was recently honored for all his volunteer work. Long before Johnney came
to Houston, and joined the Texas Lone Star Chapter, he lived in New York, and was very active in their Korean War Chapter there. (In fact, they are still trying to get him to return).
Johnney has worked tirelessly on behalf of the Korean community, both here and in New York. This
is why he was nominated and received the Thousand Points of Light Award from the President of the United
States. The letter that accompanied the Lifetime Achievement Award from President Donald J. Trump, congratulates him for receiving the President’s Lifetime
Achievement Award - ‘On behalf of a grateful Nation, I thank you for your lifetime of service to your fellow Americans and those most in need. Through at least
4,000 hours of service, you have ensured the continuation of America’s unparalleled commitment to improving the lives of others.’
‘You have served as a model of the American spirit. Your many hours of service
have strengthened the bonds of cooperation and trust that bring people together,
while helping to address some of the greatest challenges of our time.’
‘One of our Nation’s greatest strengths remains the compassion of our everyday
citizens, who give so willingly of themselves and their lives for the benefit of others. Each generation of hardworking and kindhearted volunteers helps to write a
new chapter of American greatness, and our Nation is proud for your commitment
to this honorable tradition.’
‘As we reflect on your many acts of kindness and charity throughout your life, our
Nation draws inspiration from those who answer the call to help their communities and our Nation. With your continued efforts to build on our Nation’s culture of service , America will proudly remain a land of
freedom and opportunity for all.
Johnney works tirelessly as the liaison
for the Korean Community in Houston, keeping everyone informed of happenings among
the various organizations and the Korean Consulate. He visits those that
are sick, at home or in the
hospital, reside in nursing
homes or assisted living
homes. He does this without compensation or being
told to do it. He does this
because of his love of his
fellow man.

AMBASSADOR OF PEACE AWARD
At the January meeting, representatives from the Consul General of Korea’s office, Deputy Consul Kim and Ji attended. The reason for their attendance
was to present the Ambassador of Peace Award to another Korean War vet who
had not yet received this honor.
The veteran receiving this award is Marion (Mark) H. Carlton.. After the
presentation, Mark gave a brief explanation of his tour in Korea. Mark was accompanied by his wife Patti Carlton and his niece.
CONGRATULATIONS MARK!!
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS
It’s time once again for the election of officers and two directors. If you are interested in holding one of
the offices in the Texas Lone Star Chapter/Korean War Veterans, now is the time to make your wishes
known.

Please join us at the March meeting for more information and to
‘Put your Hat in the Ring.’

SOCKS
This is our TLSC-KWV Chapter notice to all our, still able to walk members, asking your assist
in Distributing Socks to our ill or wounded Korean War comrades on four floors of the V.A. Hospital.
Please meet and sign in at the 2nd floor Volunteers office at 9:30 A.M for six hours covering your
driving and waiting time.
We will take four carts and load the carts from my vehicle in the Volunteer lot nearby, and then go on
to respective floors.
REMEMBER TO WEAR YOUR BLUE VESTS, IF YOU HAVE. Our distribution team is getting
fewer and we need your help.

CENTENNIAL CONCERT
One hundred and nine years ago the people of the Korean peninsula were taken over by the nation of Japan.
The Koreans have always seen themselves as an independent group and on March 1, 1919 they began a
movement for the independence of Korea. A goal that was partially accomplished in 1945 with the assistance of the Allied forces. The objective of 1919 continues and is celebrated annually.
This year the celebration was highlighted by a concert performed by 4 vocalist, 3 instrumentalists and the Innisfree Chorale; all outstanding Korean performers.
The Korean War Veterans were invited guests and were recognized before the Concert. Our
Chapter was represented by our President Rod Ramsey, his wife Sandra, Vice-President Johnney
Lee, Board Member Elliott Sortillio, his wife Sandy and 7 POW survivor guests: Carol Balinsky(Pa), Jean
Denny(FL), Alida and son Carlos Lugo(LA) and Liz Norwood(TN), and Ruth and Max Johnson.

ANNUAL ASTRO’S GAME
Our 2019 Ballgame will be on Saturday, June 8, Astro’s versus Baltimore. This is
later in the year than normal, but by accepting this date, we will be seated on the lower
levels as usual, instead of the “nose bleed” section we were in last year.
The game starts at 3:10 PM. Our proposed theme for this year will be
the Wars in the Mideast (Iraq/Afghanistan/Syria). We are seeking two
veterans as honorees and, since women are now serving in combat, we
are looking for a man and a woman honoree.
We will be taking ticket orders at our next meeting in March, so start thinking about it.
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“WARRIOR DONATIONS” Honor Roll for “July 2018 to July 2019”
The editors would like to acknowledge and thank the following members and patrons of the Warrior who have contributed in help-

ing to defray some of the cost of printing and mailing. As you know, we now have the Warrior on line for those with computers,
but the Post Office has informed us that the cost of mailing has gone up, so we still need your help. We thank you for your generous
support and contributions. We will be using the funds received to defray the costs of the newsletter. The following
names will be published monthly through the July 2019 issue. Be sure and have your name included. Fill in the sponsor
card, seen below, or included in your newsletter, (those that are mailed) and return with your contribution . Thanks:
Your editors: Lee & Charlotte Henderson (Web site: kwvahouston.org)

Ballard, Carlos &
Martha
Bazan, Margaret
Brast, Mrs. Weldon
Conte, Tom
Duncan, Betty
Guggenheim, Kittie*
Hinojosa, Roberto
Johnson, Max
Mejia, Bob
Priger, Roy & Dottie
Sortillo, Elliott
Velasco, David &

Frances

* - Indicates
more than one
donation

Texas Lone Star Chapter – KWV
P. O. Box 802541—Houston, TX 77280-2541
“Warrior” Sponsor
I want to be a sponsor of the Warrior for
July 2018—July 2019
Name _______________________________________
Address _____________________________________
City _______________ State _______ Zip _________
Member number: _________________

In Memory of —

SINGLES AD ……
This has to be one of the best singles ads ever printed. It appeared in The Atlanta Journal.
SINGLE BLACK FEMALE seeks male Companionship, ethnicity unimportant. I’m a
very good looking girl who LOVES to play. I love long walks in the woods, riding in
your pickup truck, hunting, camping and fishing trips, cozy winter nights lying by the fire.
Candlelight dinners will have me eating out of your hand. I’ll be at the front door when
you get home from work, wearing only what nature gave me.
Call (xxx) xxx-xxxx and ask for Daisy.
Over 15,000 men found themselves talking to the Atlanta RSPCA about an 8-week old
black Labrador retriever.

Agnes Mikulenka
Pat Canny
John J. O’Flynn
Roy Russell
Howard Nathan
Weldon Brast
For all who Gave!
This Space is for you to
Remember someone you
Care for.

HOW DO COURT REPORTERS KEEP STRAIGHT FACES?
These are from a book called Disorder in the American Courts and are things people actually said in court,
word for word, taken down and published by court reporters that had the torment of staying calm while the exchanges were taking place.
ATTORNEY: What gear were you in at the moment of the impact?
WITNESS: Gucci sweats and Reeboks.
ATTORNEY: How old is your son, the one living with you?
WITTNESS: Thirty-eight or thirty-five, I can’t remember which.
ATTORNEY: How long has he lived with you?
WITTNESS: Forty-five years.
ATTORNEY: Were you present when your picture was taken?
WITNESS: Are you kidding me?
ATTORNEY: Are you qualified to give a urine sample?
WITNESS: Are you qualified to ask that question?
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MARCH

TIME TO RENEW
Annual Dues are $25.00 Life Membership $125.00

APRIL

Send renewal to:
TLSC/KWV
P O Box 802541
Houston TX 77280-2541.

All dues are due on January 1st,
of each year.
MAY

Have you Renewed?
DUES PAID
Harry Bristol
Bob Bighouse
M. H. Carlton
Kittie Gugenheim
Alvin Hollas
Roger Morris
Bob Mitchell
Ray Priger
Frances Velasco

1st - April Fool’s Day
4th - Board Meeting 1 pm
14th - Palm Sunday
17th - General Meeting 11:30 am
19th - Good Friday
20th - First Day of Passover
21st - Easter Sunday
22nd - Earth Day
1st - May Day
2nd - Board Meeting 1 pm
12th - Mother’s Day
15th - General Meeting 11:30 am
27th - MEMORIAL DAY

Correspondence……..

I am the President of the Texas Chapter of the Sons
and Daughters of Pearl Harbor Survivors Association.
We would like to honor the Korean War Veterans and
attend the 2019 Korean War Armistice Observance.
Please have someone contact me. James Lawrence
jlawrence77@comcast.net

HONOR FLIGHT
Have you sent in your application for the Honor Flight?
They have begun taking the Korean War Veterans to
Washington, D. C. If you have sent in your application,
I guess you just wait to be notified. Trips will begin
again in April, 2019.
This trip is a real honor for you, the veterans. The trip is
free, they will treat you to a wonderful dinner, tours of
D.C. and the Korean War Memorial, plus other activities.
Each Veteran will be assigned a person that will escort
them by way of wheelchairs, the entire trip, and attend to
all your needs. The vets do not need to walk. Wheelchairs are assigned. Medical personal are also on the
flight and trip around Washington, D.C.
If you have not submitted your application, please go to:
www.honorflighthouston.org/veteran. Fill out the
application and submit.
Volume 29 - Issue

6th - Ash Wednesday
7th - Board Meeting 1 pm
10th - Daylight Saving Time Begins
13th - SOCKS—9:30 AM
17th - St. Patrick’s Day
20th - Spring Begins
20th - General Meeting 11:30 am
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VETERAN ENERGY
If you are shopping for a new energy company, please
consider Veteran Energy. Their rates are low and members who have switch, are very happy with their lower
bills. On top of lower bills, they have a program that
gives back. If you designate the Lone Star Chapter/
Korean War Veteran’s to receive the benefits.
Recently, the Lone Star Chapter received a check for
Oct. 2018 - $84.40
Nov. 2018 - $54.15
Very nice returns for our chapter.
They also donated $2,500.00 to the Chapter

Merchant Marines

Support - Veteran’s Energy
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MARCH BIRTHDAY'S
Amy Cirpiano . . . . . . . 1st
James Shepherd . . . . . 3rd
Robert Hall . . . . . . . . . 7th
Manuel Ramirez . . . . . 7th
Mildred Baker . . . . . . . 8th

Walter G. Ballard . . . 10th
Margie Williams . . . . .13th
Robert Sims . . . . . . . . 13th
Walt Tarpley . . . . . . . .15th
Charlotte Thomas . . . .20th

Eva Martinez . . . . . . .22nd
Katsuko Wallace . . . .23rd
Bill Brookshire . . . . . 26th
Lemuel Pickle . . . . . . 26th
Hilda Garza . . . . . . . 27th

Carlos Ballard . . . . . . .28th
Lee Henderson . . . . . . 29th
James O’Donnell . . . . 30th
Bill Love . . . . . . . . . . . 31st

MARCH ANNIVERSARY'S
MEMBER & SPOUSE

DATE

Roland & Edna Potts . . .62 yrs. . . . . . 3/1/1957
Carl & Sun Hee Sutton . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3/4
Robert & Norma Hall . . . 69 yrs . . . . 3/17/1950
Herbert & Marian Odell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3/25

MEMBER & SPOUSE

DATE

Sal & Patty Gambino . . 53 yrs. . . . 3/4/1966
Carlos & Martha Ballard . . 63 yrs. .3/9/1956
Chuck & Ruby Ehrlund . . .55 yrs . .3/21/1964
James & Wilma Watkins . .52 yrs . .3/29/1952

Congratulations to our members celebrating their 50th + Anniversary’s !!

APRIL BIRTHDAY'S
Max Johnson . . . . . .2nd
Billie Blair . . . . . . . 8th
Frances DiBello . . . . 8th
Nuncio Martino . . . . 11th
Euell Arnold . . . . . . 13th

Jean Gregory . . . . . . . 13th
W.E.B. Blackmon . . . 16th
John Jackson . . . . . . . 16th
Bill Roberts . . . . . . . . 18th
Bob Brunat . . . . . . . . .18th

Mardene O’Donnell . .20th
Margaret Bazan . . . . 21st
Muriel Mueller . . . . . 21st
Ray Priger . . . . . . . . 24th

Al Habinak . . . . . . . .
Morton Rachofsky . .
Morris Estess . . . . . .
Doyle Griffin . . . . . .

26th
27th
30th
30th

APRIL ANNIVERSARY'S
MEMBER & SPOUSE

DATE

Jimmy & Gloria Chavez . . . 63 yrs. . . .4/2/1956
Carl & Maxine Dry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/7
Sam & Frances DiBello . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/17
H.E. & Lina Striedel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/20

MEMBER & SPOUSE

DATE

Lawrence & Flossie Heard . . 65 yrs. . 4/3/1954
Bill & Lillie Leonard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/14
Max & Ruth Johnson . . . . . 65 yrs . . 4/17/1954
Clarence & Starlene Johnson . . . . . . . . . .4/22

Congratulations to our members celebrating their 50th + Anniversary’s !!

If your name has been left off the above lists, or the dates are wrong, also, if your anniversary is 50 years or
more, and has not been acknowledged, contact us by mail—Lee Henderson, 5631 Berry Creek, Houston, Tx.,
77017
or by e-mail—
bhenderson49@comcast.net or 713-946-9194
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LOYALTY * VALOR * HONOR * FIDELITY

KEEPING IN TOUCH - SICK BAY
Billie Blair fell, again, recently, this time she broke a rib so, I guess the 2019 is not starting off to a good start.
David Velasco has had problems with his heart, along with fluid retention. He finally has gotten a handle on
the fluid retention, thanks to God and the nurse that is in charge of Edema, under the Cardiologist. David also
got a touch of the flu, despite that he received his flu shot.
Bob Mejia is recovering from a bad fall, emergency room visit and urgent care. He is on a round of antibiotics
and eye medicine. He was, for a short time worse off than Carolyn, who fell in January, but didn’t break anything this time. In spite of all this, he has been working on the hand-outs for the VA Hospital. He has the
water/snacks bags completed and most of the double socks finished. Luckily he had acquired all the items in
advance. He says that it gives him something to keep him busy.
Carol Halferty had surgery in January to elevate the pain in her back. Carol injured her back over a year ago,
while cleaning their home after Harvey.
Henry Martinez recently spent three and a half weeks in the VA Hospital. Because of his disabilities, the VA
has agreed to modify his bathroom, to make it more accessible.

CONDOLENCES
Joseph (Joe) Romano
M-354,
passed away Monday, Jan. 28, 2019
at the age of 97, he was born August 30, 1921 in Chicago, Illinois.
He was a long time resident of Missouri City, Tx.
Joe proudly served his country in the
U.S. Army under Gen. George S.
Patton in WW II, he also served during the Korean
War and Vietnam War, for over 29 years. He was involved in the second landing in Normandy on D-Day
in 1944. He was also involved in the Liberation of Dachau in 1945.
Joe’s favorite title was that of the “Happy Santa”.
Every Christmas, he dressed up and delivered gifts to
children, a dedication of sharing that he continued up
until December 2018.
Joes is preceded in death by his wife, Lorene. He is
survived by his daughters, Ingerborg Piller and Ruby
Romano, sons, Joseph Romano, Richard Romano and
Anthony Romano, five grandchildren and many dear
friends and extended family.
Graveside services were held on Tuesday, February 5,
2019 at Houston National Cemetery.
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CONDOLENCES
Grace Laird widow of member Charles Laird,
passed away on January 12, 2019, surrounded by
her family and caregivers. She was born in Houston, TX, on September 29, 1930.
After graduating from Reagan High School and
Bethany-Peniel College, she married the love of her
life, Charles W. Laird, Jr. on July 12, 1952. Together they enjoyed traveling the world. They were active members of Living Word Church, where they
developed many wonderful, lifelong friendships.
Grace enjoyed a successful career working for various oil & gas companies.
She is survived by her brother James Knoll and
many nieces and nephews and friends.
Funeral services were held at Memorial Oaks Funeral Home on January 18th

O Lord, when we, Thy children, are
Apprehensive about the affairs of our world, remind
us that Thou art in Thy world as well as above
And beyond it.
Peter Marshall (Chaplain, U.S. Senate, 1947-1949)
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WREATH’S ACROSS AMERICA - HOUSTON
It is a wonderful sight to see the beautiful wreaths decorating the graves.
still only $15.00 per wreath.

The price is

Thank You to Everyone that purchased a Wreath.

Did You Know?
In 2007, Scott deMasi and his son, Alex, (6 years old at the
time) were looking at a video online about how they do the
wreath project at Arlington National Cemetery. On a specific Saturday in December, there is a wreath laying ceremony to honor our fallen veterans. The video made it
sound like they do this all over and you just needed to purchase your wreath. Right then, Scott called the cemetery to
see when we would place the wreaths and they stated that
they didn’t do that here in Houston, citing funding and volunteers. I explained it to my son and with 6-year-old logic
he states, “That’s not fair! It’s not fair that they get wreaths
and our soldiers don’t.” I explained again and we moved
on. Later in the day, he asked something that I’ll never forget: “What can one person do?” I explained about several
individuals that changed the world. He replied, “Then let’s
go get some wreaths.”
With that, WAA-H was born.

BRISTOL, Harry
CONTE, Tom
DUNCAN, Betty-In memory
of Jim Duncam
HABINAK, Al
JACKSON, Paul
JOHNSON, Max
GUGENHEIM, Kittie &
MALOY Mark—In memory
of Ted Maloy
MEJIA, Bob, in memory of
his 6 brothers
PRIGER, Ray
SORTILLO, Elliott
STONE, Evelyn

OFFICERS
President
Rod Ramsey
1st Vice Pres Bob Mejia
2nd Vice Pres. Wayne Telling
Vice Pres.- Korean Liaison Johnney Lee
Secretary
Roger Morris
Treasurer
Bob Bighouse

FORMER PRESIDENTS
1991-92 - Nat Young
1992-93 - W. B. Kirchheim
1993-94 - Don Foisie
1994-95 - James Duncan
1995 -97 - Bill Hare
1997-98 - John Jackson
1998-99 - “Stoney” Stone
1999-00 - Sal Gambino
2000-01 - Howard Nathan
2001-02 - Bob Mitchell
2002-03 - Carlos Ballard
2003-04 - Don Napp
2004-05 - Charlie Ehrlund
2005-07 - Buddy Blair
2007-08 - Charlie Ehrlund
2008-09 - Carlos Ballard
2009-11 - Bob Bighouse
2011– 16 Hank Daumann
2016-18 - Max Johnson

A Special
THANK YOU
to everyone that contributed to the WREATH’S
ACROSS AMERICAHOUSTON.

DIRECTORS
281-497-4054
713-438-7282
281-376-0100
713-668-9269
832-524-2343
713-464-3676

Term Expires
03/20
03/19
03/20
03/19
03/20
03/20

James McKenzie
713-438-7282
Chuck Ehrlund
713-298-5810
Ben Schrader
281-403-7638
Johnney Lee
713-668-9269
Elliott Sortillo
Dick Halferty *
832-660-8286
* Chairman of the Board

COMMITTEES
CHAPLAIN
COLOR GUARD
HISTORIAN
EDUCATION
MIA / POW
PARLIAMENTARIAN
PUBLIC RELATIONS
QUARTERMASTER
SGT. AT ARMS
KOREAN COMMUNITY LIAISONVA CEMETERY
VA HOSPITAL
VETERANS COALITION
WARRIOR EDITOR
WEBSITE LIAISON
NEWSLETTER LIAISON
KWV/TLSC Web Site:

Don Napp, Asst. - Wayne Telling
Carlos Ballard cmballard1956@gmail.com
David Velasco

Wayne Telling
Chuck Ehrlund
Johnney Lee
John Jackson
Bob Mejia
,
Lee Henderson
(bhenderson49@comcast.net)
Bob Mitchell
Rod Ramsey
kwvahouston.org

