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JULY 27, 2020 
By Martha Ballard 

 
Approval was finally granted for the Wreath to be placed at our Monument on the grounds of the Texas 
State Capital.  On July 27th, Carlos and Martha Ballard along with their daughter Lisa and 14 year old-
Great Granddaughter Cailynn, travelled from their home in Belton to Austin.                                                 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
When we arrived in Austin, there was a Trooper Vehicle waiting for us when we got off the freeway, one 
waiting at the street where we turned, and one sitting in a special parking place for  us to park.  After a short 
walk to the Memorial, there were two beautiful horses with Officers and two huge motorcycles with Offic-
ers, all positioned like on full guard duty.  It was beautiful!   

It’s so different there now, Remember how it 
was so sunny and hot in 1999, well the trees are 
huge and it’s all shady there now, hard to get 
good pictures because of the lighting.  The Me-
morial looks great, they are keeping it clean and 
all shiny, it’s as beautiful as it ever was, even 
more so now with all the big trees. 
 
It was an honor to represent the Lone Star 
Chapter and our fellow veterans of the Kore-
an War. The real honor was representing the 
men and women who lost their lives in Korea 
and the 287,000 that served in Korea during 
the War 1950-1953.   by Carlos Ballard 
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KOREAN  LIBERATION  DAY 
 
 On Saturday, August 15th, the Korean War Veterans were invited to attend the Liberation Day cele-
bration, at the Korean Community Center.  This is the day that both North and South Korea celebrate.  It is 
the day in 1945 that Korea won it’s freedom from Japan. 

 The day was a day of celebration of speeches by the Consul 
General Ahn, the President of the Korean Community and many other 
speakers including Dick Halferty, who threw the light switch which rep-
resented  the light shining on a new country.  
 The day was also special to Rod & Sandra Ramsey, it was their 
wedding anniversary. 
 A light lunch was provided for all of us to enjoy, which most of 
us did, until someone began to choke.  Paramedics were called and the 
patient was taken to the hospital.                                                            

AUGUST  MEETING 
 
 

Yes, there really was a meeting, in person, at the Tracy Gee Community Center.  We began gathering 
around 11, and by 11:30 am, we had a crowd.  It was very difficult to keep social distancing, but we 
did.  Everyone enjoyed talking and getting caught up with friends.  Consul General Ambassador Ahn 
and his wife Park Shin Young, Consul Seung Ah Chung , Ji and Helen Chang were also in attendance.  
Another guest at the meeting was Jacey Jetton, his mother is Korean and his father was a Korean vet-
eran, stationed in Korea.  Mr. Jetton is a candidate for State Representative from Fort Bend and also 
wants to become a member of the Lone Star Chapter.  It was wonderful to have them all at our meet-
ing.  Thank you to all our guests, it was wonderful to have you there, and would love to have you 
again in the future. 

 There was a box lunch provided for all those present.  After lunch, the meet-
ing was conducted 
and as you can imag-
ine, there was a lot of 
business to discuss. 

 Since this was the first meeting in many months, I 
thought a list of members present would show how excit-
ed we were to see each other: 
Rod and Sandra Ramsey, David and Frances Velasco, 
Billie Blair and Ann Finley, Don & Nelda Napp, Kim 
Ehrlund, John Jackson, Wayne Telling, Roger Morris, 
Dick & Carol Halferty, Elliott & Sandra Sortillo, Mark 
Maloy, Kittie Gugenheim, Johnney Lee, Max & Ruth 
Johnson, Lee & Charlotte Henderson and Kathy Bur-
gamy. 

 
We’re looking forward to seeing even more members and friends at the next meeting - Sept. 16th. 

 
STAY  SAFE!!! 

Ambassador 
Ahn Ji 

Consul Ah Chung, Park Shin Young, Ambassador Ahn,  Roger Morris 

Billie                Mr. Jetton  Helen Chang 
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CARING  COMRADES 
 

We are listing several members in an effort to “eliminate the mental distress over the unknown status 
of our fellow members and friends”.   
 
Our Roster provides the best/last known data on our fellow Korean War Veterans/Defenders and their 
families.  We need updates.  Do you know or do you have a Current Source of information on: 
 
 Aguilere, Vincent        L-326   Belcher, James W.  L-82 
 Annoot, Alvin              L-848   Belken, Donald C.  L-93 
 Arnold, Euel F.,  Jr.        L-175   Bergan, Bernard  L-250 
        Billeck, Edwin A.  L-589 
 Ballard, Walter G.       M-780   Bokemeyer, Harry Lee L-472 
 Ballard, Walter H.       M-329   Briggs, Ervin, Sr.  L-515 
 Baker, William E.             L-670   Bristol, Harry W.  M-585 
 Baudoin, Theo, Jr.       L-54   Brookshire, W. C.  L-83 
 Baumgart, Ernest H.       L-558   Brunat, Robert L.  L-760 
 
We need current e-mail addresses if one is available.  We have some members that have changed their 
email’s but forgot to notify us.  If you or anyone listed is supposed to receive email’s, but have not 
received one in a long while, it could be because of an incorrect address.  PLEASE HELP!! 

WREATHS 
ACROSS  AMERICA 

 
 

It’s  Wreath  time  again!!  Have you ever been to the VA Cemetery at Christmas time?  It is simple 
beautiful, with the beautiful green wreaths topped with a red ribbon, adorning most of the resting places 
of our valent hero's. 
 
Your help is needed to help cover the cemetery with the beautiful wreath’s.  Send your donation of 
$15.00 per wreath to TLSC/KWV, P.O. Box 802541, Houston, Tx.,  77280-2541.  The donations need to 
be in by November, in order to send to money to Wreath Headquarters so they can order the wreath’s. 
 
Wreath day is December 19, 2020 at 11 AM.  If you want to at-
tend this wonderful event, it is advisable that you arrive early that 
morning, as the cemetery gets very crowded. With little parking 
available, be prepared to walk or if your lucky, one of the golf 
carts will pick you up and take you to your destination. 
 

 
                         BUY  YOUR  WREATH  NOW !!! 



“WARRIOR DONATIONS” Honor Roll  for “July 2019 to July 2020”        
The editors would like to acknowledge and thank the following members and patrons of the Warrior who have contributed  in help-
ing to defray some of the cost of printing and mailing. As you know, we now have the Warrior on line for those with computers, 
but the Post Office has informed us that the cost of mailing has gone up, so we still need your help.  We thank you for your generous 
support and contributions.  We will be using the funds received to defray the costs of the newsletter.   The following 

names will be published monthly through the July 2020 issue. Be sure and have your name included.  Fill in the sponsor 
card, seen below, or included in your newsletter, (those that are mailed) and return with your contribution .   Thanks:   
Your editors:  Lee & Charlotte Henderson   (Web site:  kwvahouston.org) 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

In Memory of — 
 
 

 
Pat Canny 
John J. O’Flynn 
Roy Russell 
 
For all who Gave! 
 

 
 

This Space is for you to 
Remember someone you 
Care for. 

 

 

Texas Lone Star Chapter – KWV 
P. O. Box 802541—Houston, TX  77280-2541      

“Warrior” Sponsor      
I want to be a sponsor of the Warrior  for  

July 2018—July 2019 
 

Name _______________________________________   
 

Address _____________________________________   
 

City _______________ State _______ Zip _________ 
 

Member number: _________________ 
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Ballard, Carlos & 
Martha 
Conte, Tom 
DeCoste, Ralph 
Gugenheim,Kittie 
Maloy 
Lee, Johnney 
Priger, Ray 
Roe, Harvey 
Sortillo, Elliott & 
Sandra 

* - Indicates 
more than one 
donation 

DOCTOR’S  REMEDY 
 

A man goes to the doctor and tells him that he hasn’t been feeling well.  The doctor 
examines him, leaves the room and comes back with three different bottles of pills. 
 

The doctor says, “Take the green pill with a big glass of water when you get up.  Take 
the blue pill with a big glass of water after lunch.  Then just before going to bed, take 
the red pill with another big glass of water.” 
 

Startled to be put on so much medication, the man stammers, “Jeez doc, exactly what’s 
my problem?” 
 

Doctor says, “You’re not drinking enough water.” 

RUNNING  AWAY 
 

A man scolded his son for being so unruly and the child rebelled against his father.  He 
got some of his clothes, his teddy bear and his piggy bank and proudly announced, “I’m 
running away from home!” 
 

The father calmly decided to look at the matter logically, “What if you get hungry?” he 
asked. 
 

“Then I’ll come home and eat.” bravely declared the child. 
 

“And what if you run out of money?” inquired the father 
 

“I will come home and get some.” readily replied the child 
 

The man then made a final attempt, “What if your clothes get dirty?” 
 

“Then I’ll come home and let mommy wash them” was the reply. 
 
The man shook his head and exclaimed, “This kid is not running away from home.  He’s 
going off to college!” 



SEPTEMBER 
     3rd - Board Meeting  11:30 am 
     7th - Labor Day 
    11th - Patriot Day 
    16th - General Meeting  11:30 am 
    17th - U.S. Constitution Approved 1787 
    18th - U.S. Air Force Established  1947 
    18th - POW/MIA  DAY 
    22nd - Autumn Begins 
    27th - Gold Star Mother’s Day 
    29th - VFW  Day—Established 1899 
OCTOBER 
     1st -  Board Meeting  11:30 am 
    12th - Columbus Day 
    13th - U.S. Navy Established (1775 )   
    14th - General Meeting  11:30 am 
    24th - United Nations Day 
    27th - Navy Day 
    31st - Halloween 
NOVEMBER 
      1st - Daylight Saving Time Ends 
    (Fall Back) 
       3rd - ELECTION  DAY 
       5th - Board Meeting  11:30 am 
      10th - U.S. Marine Corps Est. 1775 
      11th - VETERAN’S DAY 
      18th - General Meeting  11:30 am 
      26th - THANKSGIVING 
      29th - 1st day of Advent 
DECEMBER 
       3rd - Board Meeting  11:30 am 
       7th - Remembering Pearl Harbor 
      16th - General Meeting or Party 
      21st - Winter Begins 
      25th - CHRISTMAS  DAY 
      31st - Official End of WWII 
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Merchant Marines 

TIME TO RENEW        
 

Annual Dues are $25.00 - 
 

Life Membership $125.00  

 Send renewal to: 

 TLSC/KWV   

P O Box 802541  

 Houston TX 77280-2541.  

 All dues are due on January 1st, 

of each year. 

HAVE  YOU  RENEWED? 
Did you know that your relatives -  

Sons or Daughters of our veterans 

Are eligible to join our organization? 
 

Anniversary Month of Deceased  
KWV/TLSC Members  and Spouses 

 
SEPTEMBER  OCTOBER   
Cleve Arnwine  Tom Campion 
Harry Brunelle  Norman Dumais 
Arch Ethun   Frank Grochoske 
Clark Finks   John Kiser 
Norm Hackler   Glenn Krebs 
Ted Maloy   Charles Laird 
Bob Mejia   Tom Lyke 
Steve Montello  Dick Palmer  
Marlene Susca   Mickey Spencer 
      (Vito Susca)  George Spencer 
Bob Thornton 

KWV-TLSC  2020 MEETING  SCHEDULE 
 

MONTH  BOARD        GENERAL 
April       2   CANCELLED  15 
May       7   CANCELLED 27* 
June       4   CANCELLED 17 
July       2   CANCELLED 15 
August      6   18 
September      3   16 
October      1   14* 
November      5   18 
December      3   16** 
 
*Alternate Wednesdays, not the 3rd Wednesday. 
**CHRISTMAS  PARTY 
*BOARD:   1st  THURSDAY—1-3 PM 
GENERAL:  3rd WEDNESDAY, 11:30 AM 

HELP !!! 
 

It has come to our attention that some of our members 
have changed their email addresses.  The Webmaster 
has been receiving a large number of emails back.  This 
means that some of you are not getting bulletins and 
other important information.   
If you have not received emails from him, please con-
tact us with your current email, so we can update our 
records. 
 

bhenderson49@comcast.net 



OCTOBER  BIRTHDAY'S 
 

SEPTEMBER  ANNIVERSARY'S   

 

MEMBER  &  SPOUSE  DATE      MEMBER  &  SPOUSE      DATE 
 
Woody & Sandy Thomas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    9/1  Jose & Hortence Cambiaso  . 65 yrs. . 9/1/1955 
Nuncio & JoAnn Martino . . . 67 yrs. . . .. .9/4/1953 William & Mildred Baker . . . . . . . . . . . . 9/11 
Elliott & Sondra Sortillo . . . . 60 yrs. . . . .9/24/1960 Jack & Roberta Starlin . . . .  69 yrs. . 9/28/1951 
 

 Congratulations to our members celebrating their 50th + Anniversary’s !! 
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Homer Gregory . . . . .  8th 
Ralph DeCoste . . . . . .  9th 
Robert Arias . . . . . . . . 10th 
Floyd Frawner . . . . . . .11th 
Antonio Munguia . . . . 11th 

Alvin Hollas . . . . . .    13th 
Bernie Bergan . . . . ..  15th 
Tom Conte . . . . . . . . .16th 
Vito Susca . . . . . . . . . 18th 
Arnulfo Cortez . . . . . .18th 

Ralph Melcher .  . .  . . 19th 
Jack Starlin . . . . . . . . . 21st 
Kenneth Nevill . . . . . . 22nd 
Bob Bighouse . . . . . . .26th 
Estella Frawner . . . . . .29th 

U. S.  ARMY                    —-                   U. S.  MARINES 

If your name has been left off the above lists, or the dates are wrong, also, if your anniversary is 50 years or 
more, and has not been acknowledged, contact us by mail—Lee Henderson, 5631 Berry Creek, Houston, Tx.,  
77017    
or by e-mail— 

bhenderson49@comcast.net  or  713-946-9194 

James Belcher . . . .  .2nd 
Joseph Correa . . .  . . 2nd 
Vincent Aguilera . . . .5th 
Kittie Gugenheim . . . 5th 
Paul Johnson . . . . . . .6th 
James Tarver . . . . . . .6th 

SEPTEMBER  BIRTHDAY'S 
 

  
Della Sue Tarver . . . . . 1st 
Patricia Dean . . . . . . . .2nd 
Rosa Rarmirez. . . . . . .2nd 
Charlotte Lyke . . . . . . 4th 
Mary Lee Estess . . . . . 7th 
Bill Hare . . . . . . . . . . . 7th 
Stan Bozeman . . . . . . . 9th 

Woody Thomas . . . . . 11th 
Victoria Arias . . . . . . . 11th 
Kyung Ja Won . . . . . . .11th 
Rudy Weisar . . . . . . . . 15th 
Eve Singleton . . . . . . . 18th 
Hong S. Won . . . . . . .  18th 

JoAnn Martino . . . . . .19th 
Maureen Gutierrez . . .20th 
J. B. Hatfield . . . . . . . 20th 
Tomasa Flores . . . . . .22nd 
Bert Beecroft . . . . . . .24th 
Judith Bristol . . . . . . .24th 

A. C. Martin . . . . . . . .25th 
Tom Mixon . . . . . . . .   25th 
Sondra Sortillo . . . . . . 25th 
Marilyn Harrison . . . . .27th 
Charlotte Hackler . . . . 27th 
Hortence Cambiaso . . .27th 

OCTOBER   ANNIVERSARY'S   

 

MEMBER  &  SPOUSE  DATE      MEMBER  &  SPOUSE      DATE 
 

Donald & Susan Belken . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    10/7  Floyd & Estella Frawner . . . . . . . . . .. . .  10/8 
Joe & Muriel Mueller . . . . . . 67 yrs.  . . . . 10/9/1953 David & Willetta Garner . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10/9 
J. B. & Shirley Hatfield . . . . .61 yrs.  . . . . 10/13/1959 Clifford & Louise Petrey . . 67 yrs.  . 10/15/1953 
Ernest & Elrose Baumgart . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10/23 
 

 

  Congratulations to our members celebrating their 50th + Anniversary’s !! 

I had a rose named after me and I was very flattered.   
But I was not pleased to read the description in the  catalogue: 

‘No good in a bed, but fine against a wall.’ 
Eleanor Roosevelt 
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KEEPING  IN  TOUCH  -  SICK  BAY  

 

Billie Blair  still keeps her spirits up despite the loss of Buddy.  Her daughter Ann is her main caregiver, but she 
recently broke her wrist.  This kinda complicates things, but she still continues to help her mom in and out of bed 
or chairs.  Thank you Ann for all you dedicated work,  You are very special.  Ruby Ehrlund recently had some tests 
done and is now waiting for surgery for colon cancer, the first part of September. 
Chuck Ehrlund is undergoing dialysis treatment, so has to stay away from crowds.   
Johnney Lee has had eye problems and problems with his legs. 
Manny Carnero is suffering from dementia and is currently in a memory care facility. 
Bob Mitchell recently had a basil cell removed from his face and the Dr. also found several more things that she 
took care of.  Bob got his money’s worth that visit. 
 

Please keep these members and any that we failed to mention in your prayers..  We are getting older and aren’t 
as active as we once were. 

CONDOLENCES 
 

Andrew (Buddy) Blair, L-792, 
passed away peacefully on July 30, 
2020.  Buddy was born in Sugar Land, 
Tx., June 26, 1929.   
Buddy graduated High School and 
joined the Air Force.  He served in Ko-
rea for 3 years and was allowed to stay 

in Korea for an extra year!  After an honorable dis-
charge, he came home and met Billie Warren, the love 
of his life.  On Sept. 1st they would have been married 
65 years. 
Buddy lived a life of service.  He sang in choirs, taught 
Sunday school and led youth groups.  He was involved 
in the Jaycees, Masonic Lodge, a Little League Coach, 
Pres. Of Fun Football, a Boy Scout leader.  He was an 
Alderman on the City Council for Sugar Land for 17 
years. When he joined the Korean War Veterans he 
said “What can I do to help?” 
Buddy is survived by his wife, Billie, daughter Ann 
Finley sons Andy Blair & Sandy, Randy Blair & Wan-
da, Frank Mahabani, their adopted son & Anna. 
Twelve Grandchildren and 9 Great Grand Children 
plus numerous nieces, and nephews, cousins and 
friends. 
Committal services were held at the VA National 
Cemetery.  

CONDOLENCES 
 

Eva Martinez, widow of member Henry Martinez, 
passed away July 27, 2020, she was born March 22, 
1932.  Henry passed away February 12, 2020.  Eva 
and Henry were married October 11, 1954.  She 
worked in the oil & gas industry for over 40 years as 
an executive assistant. 
Eva is survived by her sisters Esther Bexar, Olivia 
Munoz, Virginia Garcia & Eloise Rodriguez, her chil-
dren Sylvia Garcia and husband David, Stefanie Fer-
nandez and husband Fernando, son Carlos Martinez 
and wife Kristie,  11 Grandchildren and many great 
grandchildren, nieces and nephews.  Burial was at the 
Houston National Cemetery. 

CONDOLENCES 
 

Joe Ramirez, Sr., August 8, 
1931—August 18, 2020. 
He was a native of Houston, Tx., and 
joined the U.S. Army at the age of 18.  Af-
ter attending basic and sniper school, he 
deployed to Korea with the 1st Cav Div., 

fighting in the Pusan Perimeter.  On Nov. 5, 1950 dur-
ing the battle of Unsan, he was shot 5 times and was 
captured by Chinese Communist forces.  He was held 
captive for 33 months and 1 day in Pyoktong, N. Ko-
rea. Camp 5.  He was repatriated in Sept. 1953 and 
discharged from active duty, but re-enlisted in Dec. of 
1953.  He served in the U. S. Army for 22 years, retir-
ing as a Master Sgt. In August of 1971.  He returned to 
Houston where he worked as an optician for 26 years.  
Joe is survived by his wife Maria, children; Joe 
Ramirez, Jr. (Terry), Rosana Bobbitt (Brian), Rochelle 
Duplechian, Angela McPherson (David), Fourteen 
Grandchildren and four Great Grandchildren and his 
POW brother Elliott Sortillo. 
Services were held at Forest Park Lawndale Funeral 
Home, with a horse drawn carriage to carry him to his 
final resting place.  

CONDOLENCES 
 

Bernice Hollas, wife of member Alvin Hollas,  
passed away August 16, 2020, she was born in Schu-
lenburg, Tx., on October 25, 1933.  Bernice and Alvin 
married on October 19, 1953. 
Bernice is survived by their four children and their 
spouses; Ronald Hollas & Esther, Carol Batt & Grego-
ry, Deborah Hunter & Kevin, Rebecca Symmank & 
Robert, six grandchildren  & spouses, five great-
grandchildren, as well as numerous nieces and neph-
ews. 
Burial was held at the Houston National Cemetery. 



 Term Expires 
     03/21  James McKenzie  713-438-7282 
     03/21  Charlie Ehrlund  713-959-3376 
     03/21  Bob Mitchell  713-939-8880 
     03/22  Elliott Sortillo  832-639-8533 
     03/22  Max Johnson  832-878-8835 
     03/22               Dick Halferty   832-660-8286 

* Chairman of the Board 

OFFICERS                                                DIRECTORS 

 
  President Roger Morris   832-524-2343  
  1st Vice Pres Wayne Telling   281-376-0100  
  Vice Pres.- Korean Liaison     Johnney Lee  713-668-9269 
  Secretary Kittie Gugenheim   713-582-6863  
  Treasurer Alvin Hollas   713-8576402 

 

FORMER PRESIDENTS                                               COMMITTEES 

1991-92 - Nat Young  
1992-93 - W. B. Kirchheim 
1993-94 - Don Foisie 
1994-95 - James Duncan 
1995 -97 - Bill Hare 
1997-98 -  John Jackson  
1998-99 - “Stoney” Stone 
1999-00 - Sal Gambino 
2000-01 - Howard Nathan 
2001-02 -  Bob Mitchell 
2002-03 -  Carlos Ballard 
2003-04  -  Don Napp 
2004-05 -  Charlie Ehrlund 
2005-07 -  Buddy Blair 
2007-08 -  Charlie Ehrlund 
2008-09 -  Carlos Ballard 
2009-11 -  Bob Bighouse 
2011– 16   Hank Daumann 
2016-18 -  Max Johnson 

CHAPLAIN       
COLOR GUARD   Don Napp 
HISTORIAN    Carlos Ballard cmballard1956@gmail.com 
EDUCATION   
MIA / POW    David Velasco   
QUARTERMASTER   Wayne Telling   
SGT. AT ARMS    Chuck Ehrlund     
KOREAN COMMUNITY LIAISON- Johnney Lee   
VA CEMETERY     John Jackson 
VA HOSPITAL      
VETERANS COALITION  ,   
WARRIOR EDITOR   Lee Henderson   (bhenderson49@comcast.net)  
WEBSITE LIAISON   Bob Mitchell   (kwvarjm@aol.com)  
NEWSLETTER LIAISON  Rod Ramsey 
KWV/TLSC Web Site:   kwvahouston.org 
           

WREATH’S  ACROSS  AMERICA  -  HOUSTON 
WREATH DAY  -  DECEMBER 19, 2020 

 

 
  It is a wonderful sight to see the beautiful wreaths decorating the graves.   
The price is still only  $15.00 per wreath.   

  
IT’S WREATH TIME AGAIN.  ADD OUR NAME TO THE LIST, AND MAIL IN 

YOUR CONTRIBUTION NOW! 
 

Thank You to Everyone that purchases a Wreath. 

 Did  You  Know?  
 

In 2007, Scott deMasi and his son, Alex, (6 
years old at the time) were looking at a video 
online about how they do the wreath project at 
Arlington National Cemetery.  On a specific 
Saturday in December, there is a wreath laying 
ceremony to honor our fallen veterans.  The 

video made it sound like they do this all over and you just 
needed to purchase your wreath.  Right then, Scott called 
the cemetery to see when we would place the wreaths and 
they stated that they didn’t do that here in Houston, citing 
funding and volunteers.  I explained it to my son and with 6
-year-old logic he states, “That’s not fair! It’s not fair that 
they get wreaths and our soldiers don’t.”  I explained again 
and we moved on.  Later in the day, he asked something 
that I’ll never forget: “What can one person do?”  I ex-
plained about several individuals that changed the world.  
He replied, “Then let’s go get some wreaths.” 

With that, WAA-H was born.  

A Special  
THANK YOU  

to everyone that contrib-
uted to the WREATH’S 
ACROSS AMERICA-

HOUSTON. 
 


